
SAARC

SAARC CONVENTION
ON COOPERATION ON ENVIRONMENT

' l 'he 
Member State's o1' the South Asian Association for Regional

Coopcrat ion (SAARC) compris ing the Is lamic Republ ic 9l-  Alghanistan, the
People's Republic ol- Ritngladesh. the Kingdom of l lhutan. the Republic of
l t rdia,  [ ] rc l tcptrbl ic ol-Malcl ives" Nepal.  the Is lamic Reprrhl ic of  [ ,akistan an6
the Derttt)ct ' i l t ic Suciit! ist Itepublic of Sri Lanka, hercrnatic'r rctbrred to as the
" l 'ar tres":

Mind/'ul ol ' thc ob jcctiv()s as errsirrined in the SAAltt j Charter;

Rec'ul l ing thc decis ion of  the l 'vvcl t th SAAI{t 'Summit or l  the
ittrportancc of' an carl\z clrcl effective irnplemcntation of fhe SAARf_l
l lnvironnrett t  I ) lan of-Act i t ln and d: 'af i ing a Regional Fnvironment f reaf) , ,

, '7 l ,sn r t , rnl l i r ty;  lhr , : ' l ' l r i r tccnLh SAARC l lur i i l i t i r  I )cr . l r r rnl iurr  I r r
ctlnsicler nrockll i t ics f itr hrving a Regional Environnrcnt ' l 'rcatv 

ip furthering
cttViroltt"nctltitl cotlperittion an'long the SAARC-- N4cnrber States while
cxprcs:;ing dccp collccrl l  at the continuing degradation gl-envirgnment and
rcallirn]ing thc importlncc o1' concerted efforts in tlrc protecfiol ancl
preservati<-rn o f cnv i ron nrcnt ;

RccugtrizinT4 tltc irttcr sst ul' thc Parrics to
tnitnagcrnr:nt 0l- rrnVir- irnrrtcrtt  arttd rtartural resourccs;

pri ;mote sustaina[r le

Taking into cottsideration the deep concerns ol- the Member Statcs
on thc unabated clcgradation of the environment ancl the aclverse irnpacts ol'
cl inlate clrangc in thc rcgion and their shared interest in its conservatio;r l irr-
the -,vcll bcing ol 'prescnt and flturc gcnerations;

Determined to ptonrote closer cooperation among the Parties for the
protection ancl prcscrvation. management and errhancement of enr.,ironrnent;



-

l l : rve agreed as fo l lorvs:

Art ic le I

Objective

l'he objective of this Clonvention is to promote cooperation among
thc I 'arties in the field ol- cttvironnrent and sustainable development, on the
basis t lf ecluity; reciprocity anc mutual benefit. taking into account the
appl icable pol ic ies and legis lat ion in each Member State.

Article II

Scope

(loopcration rvil l  extcnd to erchange of best practices and
knowlcdge, capacity builcl ing ancl transfer of'eco-fi iendly tcchnologv in
thc fbllorving areas but not l irnitecj to:

a) Aflorestation and rclbrestation;
b) Air Quality ivlanagernenr;
c) I l iolr-;gical divr:rsity:
d) Climate C)hange;

e) (loastal /,one Managernent,
f) Coral recl- nranagcmcnt;

l r )  I rc.-systr : r i r  r ,arr i rge'rcnt l . r '  srrsrai 'a l r l . :  l ivci iho.ds:
h) ( i lobal  cnvironnrental  iss, . rcs;
i) I-ancJ Degradiition and Desertification;

i l  l \zforrntail ' l  t 'L:(l-:;-\ ' : ; l t :ttt l l f  rcrcrs lnd glaci;r l l ;r i :u ir ie lrrt l irry. lr i1,,h
alt itude hyclrological nrcnitoring;

k) I t iver eco syste'r  i 'c lucl ing r iver c iea' ing,
l) Sear,r,'ater and Iircsirwate r euality Managemcnt:
rn) Strengthening ciisaster nranagenrent capabil i t ies;
n) Waste Management;

o) Wildli l-c conservation and combating i l legal trade in wilcl l i fb
and bio-resources,

p) Watei nlaltagenrcnt and conservation
q) L-.vironrnc'tal lrnpact Assessment Studies;
r) Soil enrsion and sedinrentation; ancl
s) Role/imperct of hurr;an activity.



Article I I I

l , 'o r-rns of Cooperation

l.  Cooperatiolr i t l t totu' .  l l tc l)art ies may be carr ied out in the fbl lorving
Io r rn :

a)  Col la l - ront l io t t  iunons Par t ies and thei r  agencies:
b) Clol labot-:t t iott  l l l t tot lg acaclemic and research inst i tLl t iols in the

Mentbcr Sl ir tcs; crchange o{- information ancl cl isserpination oJ'
research  l i r rd ings :

c) Clt l l laborit t iol-t  i l t l tong SAARC Regional Centres on issues
rclatcd to thc cnvironrnent;

'J) Enc'luragc collaboration betvzeen private sector institutigns
and c iv i l  soc ic t ics o l .  the Member States;

c) An1't l t l ter lbrtt t  ol-ci toperation, as agrecd by the Part ics;

2. 
' l 'hc 

nlodal i t ics lor col laboration under this Art icle shai l  be develcpeC
bv the ( iovcrn ing CoLrnci l .

A rticle IV

l..'u nd ing

'l 'hc 
f l lrancial tcrnts ol '  cooperatiorr shall be basecl op the nor' ls

l i l l lou'ctl ir l  SAAI{C and as nlay bc Cecii lcd by the Governins Council.

Article \ /

coord inat ion ant l  l rnp lementat ior r  o l '  the f lonvcnt ion

l- 
' l ' l tcre 

shal l  be a ( iclvcnring Counci l  conrprising Elvi l-olrr le: lr
Min is ters t l f ' the Menlber  Statcs.  

' i 'he 
Ciovern ing Counci l  shal l  bc fac i l i ra ted

bl' ' Scnitlr Ollicials to e'nsLll'/i l irl l ancl cfl 'ecti',,e il iplcmentatioil cf the
Corrrze nt iorr.

2- l 'he Governing Counci l  shal l  meet at least once in tr,vo years and the
Senior O1lcials shal l  rnect oncc r l  r- 'c i l r .

:1 .  A l l  dec is ions o1 ' the Ciovern i i rg  Oounci l  shal l  bc taken on t i re  basis  of
unanimi tv .
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; l'lrc Governing Clouncil shall ensure the f'uil and efLtctive
, ' , ,  l , l t 'nrcntat ion o1' the Convent ion bl ,  the Part ies.

' l 'he 
Governing Clouncil. among others. wil l :

(a) provide policy direction and guidance;

(b) monitor and adopt recommendations, plans and prograrpm3s
on the areas clf cooperation;

(c) commission stuclies and scientif lc data collection and facil i tate
transf-er o1-technologv on the areas of cooperation:

(.t) Adopt ancl pcriodically revierv the impleinentation
i t l t i t t lg ,c l t te t t l : ; .  i r t t : l t r c l ing  accr rss  to  f i t r i i l .q  f , , l l , , rv i r rg  Sr \ , , \ l ( ( l

Devclopnrcnt l 'urrc{ (s l )1, ' )  cr i rer ia fbr th is Convent ion,

(.- ') r:sfarhlish ;tn,i nr:rirr lein cor)peration u'ith othcr rclcr,ant
international airt l  regional organizations; and

(1) take such othcr clccisions as may be deemed necessar'y fbr the
fulf i iment of thc obicctives of this Convention.

Art ic le VI

Other ' f rcat ies and Agreements

'l 'his 
f lonvettt iotr shall not allbct the rights and obligations of thc

I)itrt ies utrder othcr bilatcral or nrult i lateral ' freaties 
and Agreernents to

rvhiclr thcv arc a Part1,.

Art ic le VII

Scrtlcrncnt cf Disputes

Any disputc. bctn'ccn or anroltg Parties arising out 9{' the
irttcrprctati i l t t or applicatiorr ol- this Conyention shall be sefflerl throush
t  r t :11 l I i i r t i r - :n : ; .
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Art ic le VII I

Entry into Force

'l'his 
Convention shall come into force thirly days fbllowing rhe date

of deposit of the eighth Instrunrent of Ratifrcation rvith the Depository.

l 'his Clonvention shall bc
Rat i{ icat ion by the Part ies.  shal l

Article lX

Ilatif ication

sub.ject to ratifrcation

bc cleposited u'ith the

lund the Instruments

I)epository.
of-

Art ic le X

Amendments

'l-his 
convention may bc amended at any time by

agreement of the Parties. Such amendment shall enter into
ratif lcation by all Parties.

unanirnous

fbrce uDon

,,\ rticlc XI

| )cpository

'l-he 
Secretary Gcneral ol' SAARC shall be the ciepositorl, filr this

Cltlnvcitt ion. The Secretary'(icrrcral shall notify the Member States oi
sigttaturcs of this Conventiort and tlre deposit of instruments of ratif lcation
itnd shall transmit certified copics cf instruments of rarificatiorr to ca.ch
Mcmber State. The Secretary General shall also notify the Membei: States ol-
thc cl:rtc of entry into fbrce oi' the (lonvention in accordance with Article
V I I I .

Art ic le XII

Authcnt ic Texts

IN WITNESS WtIEREOi'. the r,rndersigned pleiripotentiaiics. being
dtrly authorized by thcir reslrective Governments haye signe ci thls
Convention.



DO|{E in Thimphu, Bhutan, On
Two Thousand Ten In Ten Originals
Texts Being Equally Authentic.

Dr, Zalmai Rassoul
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

, /.-,,

Khandu Wangchuk
Minister-in-Charge of Foreign

Kingdom of Bhutan

Makhdoom Shah Mehmood eureshi
Ministcr firr Foreign Affairs

Islamic ltcpublic of Pakistan
Sri Lanka

-+^,rI (i.( J-;
Ahmed Shaheed

Minister of' Foreign Affairs
Republic of Maldives
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Affairs
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A-i^/-/4;
Dr. Dipu Moni, M. P.

Minister for Foreign Affairs
People's Republic of Bangladesh

M
S. M. Krishna

Minister of External Affairs
Republic of India
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Sujata Koirala
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs

Nepal

Democratic Socialist Republic of

This Twenfy-ninth Day of April
In The English Language, Alt


