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' l 'HlMPIlut 28 Al 'R1t- 2010
Your Excellency Lyonchher Jigmi Y. Thinlcy, Primc Ministor, Ro],at covcrnn1cnt of IJhulan and
Honourable Chainnan of the Sixlcenlh S ARC Sumlnit;
Exceilcncies the Honourable Hcads of SLalc or Govcrnmcnt; distinguishcd forcign Minislcrs ol'
S A  A R r '  \ l c r n b e r  S r : r e . .  r n d  r h c  h i g t r  u r ! I i r . , r i J  . :
l ) isr in8, ish,,d RLrprcscnLal ives from Obsen,cr Statcs and Olg: inirat i0 : : ;
E\L',,1lcncics
Ladics and Ccntlcnen

1. It is mallor of great honour and privilogc lbr mc ro speak al lhc lnaugufal Scssion oi the
Si(lecnth SAARC Su mit in this picturcsquc cily ol Thimphu. Ler mc bcgin by cxpressrng our
prolixrnd gratitudc lo the Royal Governmenl and pcoplc of Bhulan for their warm rcccp,ron ano
gracious hospilality extcnded 1() us and lbr the cxccllcnt arangcments madc lix SumnrL.

2. I  would also l ike !o warmly fel io i tate l t is Exccl lcncy I-vonchhon t igni  y.  Thintsy, rhe
Primc MiDister of BhuiaD fbr assuming Sr\,{RCt's Chair on irs T\\,entv lilrh anniversa.} }ear.
We are confidenl that under your dynamic and wiso lcadership, thc Associalim would nbvo ro
dovelop the vistas lb. enhancing regional coopcralion in diverse areas.

3. I wouftl also like to pay gnlelul Lrihulcs lo His Excellency Prcsidcnl Mahinda Rajapaksa
fbr so ably stecring lhe work of SAARC cluring Sri Lanka s Chairmanship of rhe Association.
Regional Cooperation in Soulh Asia has dccpened and widened undcr his lcadership_ SAARC
values his dccp pcrsonal intercst and strong commitmcnl to slrengLhening regional cooperaLion.

4. I lake this opportunity b extend a lvann welcome to Honourrblc Minislers and orrsr scnrcr
dignilaries of Obscrvers at the Sumnit.

ExcelleDcies

5. Thc Sixteenth SAARC Summit coincides wi lh rhe Si lver . lubl icc of Associar ion's
eslablishmcnt. We derive satisfaction by assessing that in its bricf hisLory SAARC has cstablished
0 sub:itontilll normotiiic and lcgirl bisis to achiovc rruhllu.ctud tuul; u1 rcgiorral ctxrporaLiixr- lr
rhe .,,rr.nr ..ntext, thc Association has pul strongcr than ever emph:rsir on dcli\,ory and
implcmcntat ion including on rcgional pr inf i t ies ot plJvrrLy dl l rv i l t i r , , , ;  (1.eI)cr i rL]  an( i  widcning
projccl based cooperation lbrough the S,A-A.RC Development Fund; devcloping srrong intra-
rcgional physical and cconomic connectivity; enlarging the basket ol intra regionar Lraoe;
cnsrfirg fbod and cncrgy security; addrcssing issues iD environmental conscrvation rnd Climate
a h r n c c . , , n J  r J J r r . . i n t  r h .  \ . o u r g e . ' t  t i , r ,  - i . m .

Excellencies

6. I am happy to Report that since the Fiflccnth Sunnnit, the Association has madc sustained
progrcss in a number of cruciel afeas- I would briefly presenl then fbr the Sumtnil's
considcral ion.

7. Ir the key priorily area ot projccl based rcgional cooperarion rhrough thc SAARC
Dcvclopnrenl Fund (SDF). the SAARC Secrcrariar was given rhe responsibiliLy 10 rcvivc this



hithcrto dormanl aspect scgmcnl of regional intcraction Lhrough availablc funds. I am plcased to
submit that Secrctariat's relentless pursuit in developing and implcmcnting regional coollerirti,rn
through sub-regional and rcgional projecls has produced significant rcsults. Projccl on Women's
Empowefment is progrcssing well; proicct on Matcrnal & Child Hcallh is also undcr
implementation. Thc SDF Board at its lasl mccting considcrcd scvcral rcgional pr(Iscls including
in Agricuhurc and EDergy Efficicnt Tcchnologies, with spe,iial lbcus on Wonen in SAARC
Counlries. As of 15 Aptl 2010, The SDF Chaner has fully enlered ;nto lbrcc. Opcrational
modalities for SDF'S Permanent Secretariat are completc, and thc appoiDtnent of Mr. Karma
liom Bhutan as first CEO has b€en e dorsed by thc Council of Ministcrs. Thc SDF is a concrctc
nanifeslalion of Association's activism in moving fiom norm setting 1(] actual dclivcry and
implementation. I lvould like to thank our gracious host for facilitnling SABAH's representatives
of home bascd women workers to display thcir warcs at thc Summil prccincls-

[3. In regard to priority arca of poverry a]lcviation, thc Third Mecting ol thc Sccrctarics li)r Povcrly
Allcviation, undertook a comprchcnsivc revicw of overall poverly alleviaLion cllb{s. Thcy slressed
that due urgcncy sho d be gjven to launch appropriatc programmcs anr{ projccts in ordcr 1() attain the
SAARC Development Goals by 2012. The Rcgional Povety Prolile (RPP) 2007 200u, with lhc
th.mc InJrastructue Derelopnent dnd Pa.)erty Reduction in Sauth Asid has bccn published. Work
has commenced on RPP 2009 on a thcmc "[o(]d Secwity Challenges for thc poor und sociaL

I Our objectivc of c,caling a Soulh Asisn Free Tradc .\rea Lhrough SAF I'A for thc larilT
lilcs outside the Sensilive Lists is progrcssin!: well. lnplcmcntation of SAIIA has rcsulled in
substantial regioml tradc. Eighteen monlhs !go, at the Iasl Summit,I could nol rcport any figules
10 the Srmmit on trade under SAFIA. T{)day, I am glad lo mcnlion lhal bascd on lhc inli)rmalion
on SAFTA Certilicale of Origins, total intra rcgional tradc undcr SAFIA till Dcccmbcr 2009 is
around US$ 688 million. ID a{lditil)n to positivc irade impact of SAFTA, Lhere is sLbstanlial
welfare effccl bcing gcnerrled ior thc slakcholdcrs a.:ross lhe rr,gi.,nal Lradr chaill. wlral is
sisni l icant js that t radc rnde. SAFTA is not at  the expcnse ol  cxrslrnl t  t r . r i , i ,n l i i l l  l rading
regirles in lhe region.

10. Several crediblc rcgional and inlcrnational sludics, incl ding by intcrnatidral fiMncii
instiLuLions. have establishcd that if thc framcwork for intra-regional trade i0 SL]UIL Asia was to
bc libcralizcd, polcnlial lrade in Sooth Asia may be as high as US$ 85 billion. Thc SAFTA
Ministerial Council has, thcrcforc, particularly prioritizcd thc rcduction in thc sizc of the
Sensitive Lists under SAFTA to takc rcgional tradc cooperation and integralion b the nexl levcl.
To this end, unilateral steps by lhc Mcnbcr S1a1es lo enlarge the preflrential intra-regional tradc
baskcl are mosl welcome.

11. I am also happy to Rcporl lo tho Lcaders thal wilh thc signing ot SA-^RC Agreemcnt on
Trade in Services the Associatior has imparted an entirely new dimension lo regional tradc
engagement. Gjven that serviccs arc eslimaled to contdbufe over 507. of totirl GDP in South
Asia, and consideriDg that couDtries in SAARC have important stakes in in global lrade in
serviccs, the Agrccment would allow harnessing of regional complcmcntaritics in scrviccs, and
lsad lo developmenl of national seNices sector in the SAARC couDtrics. Morc significantly, it
also rcflccts a growing lcvcl ofpragmalism in dynamics ofrcgional cooperation.

12. SAARC is also engaged in eslablishing a lriendly tradc facililation rcgimc by rcmoving
institutional barriers, especially with regard to harmonizalion of Cuslorns proccdu cs and r€gional
Slandards. This is also beiDg sought 1o be achieved through sub rcgional and rcgional projccls,



especially in lhe field oI Customs. Tle appoinlmenl ol Syed Ahmad Sultan as the firsl Direcror
General of SdARC Arbitration Council in Pakistan is also an imporlanl stcp lbrwrrd.

13. Anothcr aspecl in this contex! relatcs 1() srrongcr inlra rcgionll inllaslructurc conncctivity
which has also becn a li)cus arca oI regional cooperation. SAARC liansporl Minislcrs al thsir
lasl meeting havc commenccd a proccss oI carlv conclusion ol lransporl and transil aBrcenrenrs.
We arc also striving to cxpcditiously implcmonl apprcved sub-rcgional and rcgional
inliastructure projects idenlificd by rhc SAARC Regional Mullimodat Transport Sludy. t.ho
decadc of 2010-220 has been dcclared as decadc of SAARC Conncctiviry. Wc arc l(x)king to las!
track connectivity related acliviLies so thal their benefils could accruo to olhcr arcas of regional
cooperation,

14. Environmeot and Climarc Change is ar thc ccnlre ol cufrcni priorilics in SAARC_ Thc
cballenges in lhese areas not only compiicale our alrcady strclchcd dcvclopmcntal clLrrs, bul also
thrcalen 1() push millions in our region to frontiers ol cxisiencc. In 2008, thc SA,^RC Ministcrial
Mecting on Climate Changc adoplcd a SAARC Action Plan ibr Climalc Chango. The Action plan
idcnl i i - ies seven themal ic arcas ol-  coopcral ion rr lared r, , :  adir fral i , In;  miLigrtr , ,n;  Lrthnology transfer;
finance and investment; cducaiion and awareness; managcmcnt o1 impacts and riskst and capacity
building lbr intcmalional nogoLi.rlions. In 2009, thc Dnvironoronl Minislors adoplcd thc Dethi
Statemcnt on Cooperation in Environmcnt which idcnlilics many critical arcas that need to be
addressed collcctively and rcalllrms rhc commilm t ol Membcr Stalcs lowards cnhaacing rcgional
coopcrat ion. A common SAAR(l posi l ion on al i t rrr te (  thirngc was prcscnrcd by SAAI{C Cheir  3r rhe
COP 15 Conttrelce in CopcnhagcD in Dccember 2009-

15. The thcmaLic fbcus of the Summit rcflected in the titlc, ,Clintte Ch nga-Towartk a Grcen
a d Hapn, South Asia', thcrclbre could nol be more opportune. The Thimphu Statcmenr on
Climate Changc outliDes vigorous, comprehcnsivc and aclion oricntcd slcps Lo translalc collectivc
intenl into spccific delivcrablcs. The SA,{RC Convcnri{rn on Cooporalion in rhc licld of
Envir.nlnent plovitks I1x rornra{ivc basis to advancc regional coopcrarion.

16. In ordcr to bring logcthcr the Youth and Acadcmia ol our rogidr, one of rhc visionary
idcas suggesled in Novernber 2005 by the Hononrable P.ime Minisrer of India, which thc
Association has accepted- was the eslablishmcnt of a South Asian Univcrsily. I! is gratilying !o
report progrcss about this visjon appfoaching fruiiion, with scheduled conmeDcement of SAU's
first Academic Session in August this year.

17 In the crucial area of R)od Securily, SAJTRC has slrcngthcncd comprchcnsivc mcasurcs
in the short and mcdium term. We havc doubled the quantum of fbod grains lo almost half a
billion tones 1() be kept undcr the SAARC Food Ilank. Wc arc also cngagcd in li)rg;ng bcrer
linkages between Agricultufal Rcscarch zrnd its outreach to thc larmers lhrough livc rcgi(nral
projects.

18. In lbe strate8ic ficld of Enefgy Security, progrcss rollecls complclir)n ol SAARC Encrgy
Trade Sludy. We arc working lbr cxpcdilious approval and timc bound implcmcnlalion ol-its
recommendations. A common templatc on commercial aspects oi electr;ciiy grid inter-
connectivity is also bcing dcvebped. Rcgional ComnilmenL 1() advancc coopcralion in thc ficld
of Sciencc and Technology is rctlocled in a decision of lhe SAARC Sclcncc and TechDology
Ministers to approve SAARCI Initiative lbr Industriai Reseafch and Devebpnenr (SIRDI). They
have also finalized the SAARC Science and Tcchnology Action Plan and work is underway !o
realizc stcps included ihcrcin-



19. ln lhc Social  Soctor.  the Srandard OpcraLine procodurc (SOp) l i ) r  c i lccl ive imltcmonrarl()n of
the Convent ions rclal i f lg to l ral l icking in Women and Chi ldfcn and Pronn)l i l )n ol  Chi ld Wol lare
has been f inal izcd. l jut l ine lbr csubl ishinS drc Rcgional Uni lb|m Tol l - t rcc Hct l l incs l i ) r  wolncn
and chi ld respccl ivcly are bcing de\.elolcd- Oncc cslabl ishcd, women ancl chi ld vlor ims or
survivors of l ral l icking across thc rcgion can cal i  a rcgidral  uni l i r rm nurl lbcr ro soek hctp and

20. This ycar ih,J SA-^F-a r.gi{):r .,!,,jll itlsc coflplct{" thc SiAARa l)rcadi of thc Ilighis ol
Cl i ld (2001 201{)) .  Asscssr lcDt Report  ol  the implcmerlal ior o,  lhc Dccadc indicarcs thal
SAARC as a rcgi(D has movcd ahead in conl i rrming to rhe rcgional and intcrn:r l ionat norms in
prolect ing thc r ighls of chi ldren. Thc rcport  bas hi l ih l ighted fcgion s progrcss in sei t ing up
instifuti(Dal mcchanisms to promotc we]farc olchildrcn.

21. Thcrc arc cr i t ical  arcas where implcmcnlal ion is in thc nat i(rnal  donl in Ouc sucrr ( !y
arca is Iight againsl lcrft)rism. Wc ere contldctl thc S,A,A.RC Minislers li)r Interior/ljomc during
their  moel ing lo bc held in Junc this vcar would spur implcmenrat ion ol  thc SA{RC Rcgi(rrat
ConveDtion on Supprcssion ol  Tcrror ism and i ls Addi l ional Protocol and SAARCT Con\!nlron on
Narcotic Drugs and Psycholropic SubstaDccs. We also hope lirr early cnlr] inlo li)rcc ()1 rhe
SAARC Convent ion on Mutual Assistancc in atr imin,r l  Mrt1ffs

)) .  ln ourpursuit  oiagcrrda l i r  fcgi . |al  c(r)Pcft t ion, $r!  hrv,r  f ( \ l iv. . l  srrd,r . t . \ f , r fssi l ! r  of
inleresl  f rom ()bscrvL.rs and othcr Internat ionnl i r lcr  govcrnmcntal  or l .ni l r l ions in , ," , f (r i | t rnE
wilh SAARC. Wc havo cnsufed thal protccL proposals rcccivod liom dilicrcnt entitics lbr
coopetat iol l  wi th SAARC fospond 10 thc agrccd regional pr iur i r ics.  ln addit ion 1,, , , rS!rng
programrnes, somc o[ thcse prcposals li)r coopcrati(rn arc in thc liclds of Agricuhurc ard Food
Securi ty;  Encrgy; and Publ ic Hcal lh.

Exccl lencies:

23. In i ls T$,enly t l f th !ear.  SAARC's pursui l  ofa colnprehensive agenda ofregionel cooperal ion
is Llnliring. The fcoplcs oI SoLLlh Asia arc thc ultimalc slakcholdcrs and dircct bencliciarics ol
Asso0iat ion's act iv i t ics.  As such, their  in lcrcsls guidc thc dcl iborat ions ol  SAARC mechanisms.
We arc conslanl ly seeking ncw ways Lo extend lhc l iu i ts ol  rcgional coopcradon to peoplc on thc
ground, ard lhcrc is gIonLer convcrgcncc aDd harmonizat ion ol  v iews. As nal ionai cndcavours are
already well underway on most ol-economic and sociel rgonda in Lhc rcllion, exchangc ol vicws
on relatcd issucs in govcfnancc, pcrlormance managcmcnl and delivcry, rural dcvclopmcnl etc
engenders grcatcr cmpathy among dcvelopmen! aclors in al l  our countr ics. Thc ini t ia l ivc ol
Cabinct Sccrclarics nccling has been excccdingly lvcll rcccivcd in this conlcxt. Thcre is
discernable inierest in kccpirt! up with lhis lrack of rcgtunal undorslaDdiDg aDd cooperation. Wc
are conf idcr l  that thc direct ivcs l rom the Summit wi l l  only imparr Srcaler vigour ard dvnamism
lo SAARC s agenda tbr neeling existing aud emer.ging challcnges-

21. I-et n1c also lake this opponunitv Mr. Chairpcrson to cxlrcss sinccrc trariludc to thc
Honourable Hcads ol  Slale or Govcrnmcnt for the trusl  roposcd iD mc. lnd kindness shown to mc
pcrsonal ly.  My col lcagucs iD the Secretar iat  and I  shal l  conl inLrc to cndcavour thal  acl ion and
delivefy or thc ground remain uppcr most in SAARC aclivitics aDd prograrnmes.

25. Thank you.


