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l ioting with concern that developing countries are
finding it difficult to address their legitimate environmen-
tal and development goals in a situation characterised by
r is ing  pro tec t ion is t  tendenc ies  aga ins t  compet i t i ve
imports from developing countries,

Noting with satisfaction the successful conclusion
of the four Internat ional Convent ions relat ing to bio-
diversi ty,  c l imate change, desert i f icat ion and straddl ing
and highly migratory fish stocks, emanating from the Rio
Earth Summit,

Concerned that several developed countries are yet
to ratify these Conventions which are of primordial inter-
est to the developing countries in this region,

Recognising that low lying countries of SAARC are
likely to be the worst affected if the present trends in cli-
mate change were to continue,

Concerned that a large number of people in the
SAARC countr ies are affected by the fragi l i ty of  the
Himalayan Mountain eco-system,

Noting the importance of ef fect ive information
sharing and networking in the SAARC region in environ-
mental  areas, strategies and technologies to promote
effective cooperation amongst Member States for sus-
tainable development.

Welcoming the progressive development of envi-
ronmental law in the South Asian countries:

AGENDA - 21

1. Reaffirm that environment is a matter of com-
mon concern and commit ourselves to support  interna-
t ional cooperat ion in this f ie ld,

2. Commit ourselves to intensifying greater regional
cooperation in all spheres of environment and develop-
ment.

3. Stress that the Special Session of the UN General
Assembly should focus on the fulfil lment of the interna-
tional commitments undertaken at the Rio Earth Summit.

4. Reaffirm our strong opposition to conditionali-
t ies  on  in te rna t iona l  t rade and f inanc ia l  f lows in  the
shape o f  "env i ronmenta l  c lause"  and s t ress ing  tha t
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environmental  protect ion cannot be isolated from the
general issues of development.

5. Stress that trade policy measures for environmen-
tal purposes should not constitute a means of arbitrary or
disguised restrictions on international trade.

6. Emphasise that trade and environment policies
should be mutual ly support ive in a manner that con-
tributes t0 sustained economic growth and that positive
measures such as financial flows, technical and techno-
logical assistance are preferable to trade measures for
tackling environmental measures.

7. Stress that protect ion of environment requires
sustained efforts to change consumption patterns espe-
cially in the industrialised countries.

8. Emphasise the importance of peaceful applica-
tion of nuclear technology in overcoming the concerns of
developing countr ies relat ing to energy, sel f-sustained
growth and environment.

9. Urge developed countries to transfer environmen-
tally sound technologies and technical know-how on con-
cessional and preferent ial  terms and also contr ibute to
endogenous capacity building measures in the develop-
ing countr ies.

1 0. Strongly urge the developed countries to provide
pred ic tab le ,  adequate ,  new and add i t iona l  f inanc ia l
resources and to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of
G N P  a s  O f f i c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e
immediately

11.  Urge the  deve loped count r ies  and a l l  re levant
internat ional and regional funding agencies and'f inancial
inst i tut ions to provide adequate funds on concessional
terms and/or as grants for micro-credit  programmes in
the SAARC region to strengthen the role of women and
their empowerment for eradication of poverty and sus-
tainable develooment.

12. Commit ourselves to securing the participation of
all actors of civil society particularly, women, youth and
children, voluntary organisations in the national efforts
towards implementat ion of Agenda-21 and decide to
promote regional camps of school children and encour-
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age their active participation in environmental protection
and sustainable management of natural resources.

13. Urge developed countries to assist the low-lying
SAARC countries most vulnerable to negative impacts of
climate change in meeting the costs of adaptation and in
capacity bui lding.

14. Agree to cooperate in mit igat ing the adverse
impact  o f  c l imate  change and sea leve l  r i se  in  the
Member countries of SAARC,and identifying appropriate
mitigtation and adaptation measures.

1 5. Stress that special attention be paid for the pro-
tection and preservation of the Himalayan region to min-
imise the vulnerability of people dependent on the moun-
tarn eco-system.

16. Agree to establish effective information network-
ing mechanisms to assist Member countries to protect
and manage the environment in order to attain sustain-
able develooment.

BIO DIVERSITY

Not ing  tha t  a l l  the  Member  count r ies  o f  the
SAARC region are parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) and that the three main objectives of the
Convention, namely, conservation of biological diversity,
sustainable utilisation of the components of the biologi-
cal diversity and equitable sharing of benefits arising out
of util isation of biological resources, read with other pro-
visions of the Convention, offer an opportunity to SAARC
countries rich in biodiversity to realise the economic value
of their biological resources while conserving them in the
interest of inter-generational equity,

Noting that the Convention on Biological Diversity
is founded upon the principle of equity which is sought to
be secured by recognising the rights of the countries of
origin of biological resources to the benefits arising out
of the utilisation of their resources and the rights of the
local people, and indigenous communit ies to shares in
benefits arising out of the utilisation of their knowledge
system, innovation, practices and technologies,

Noting that the developed country Parties to the
Convent ion have an obl igat ion to provide addit ional
f inanc ia l  resources  to  deve lop ing  count ry  par t ies  to
enable the developing countries to meet their obligation

for implementing the Conservat ion. Also not ing that
developed countr ies have a responsibi l i ty to create a
fac i l i ta t ing  env i ronment  fo r  t rans fer  o f  techno log ies
including bio-technologies to the developing countries,

Acknowledging that biological  resources could
also be region specific, shared by more than one mem-
ber country, and also acknowledging the difficulties in
securing ful ly ef fect ive enforcement of regulat ions of
transfer part icular ly because very smal l  quant i t ies of
genetic material are sufficient for R&D purposes and that
there is the possibility that these can cross borders unde-
tected.

Recognising the difficulties that may be encoun-
tered by the national Governments in enforcing national
legislation and regulation for facilitating access to their
biological resources on mutally agreed upon terms based
on prior informed consent for the above noted reasons,

Noting the need to have a common approach on
access to genetic resources and other related issues, for
cooperation in research and development, training and
capacity building,

1. Express concern at the dwindl ing of ODA and
that the developed country part ies to the Convent ion
should orovide new and additional financial resources to
enable developing country parties to fulfil l their obliga-
tions under the Convention.

2. Urge developed countries to enhance their sup-
port  and cooperat ion to the developing countr ies and
create facilitating environment for transfer of technology
including bio-technology to the developing countr ies,
and for equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the
utilisation of biological resources with the countries of
origin.

3. Agree that SAARC Member countries would make
efforts to formulate a common approach for access to
genetic resources which are common to more than one
member country in this region.

4. Also agree to expand cooperation in the region
for the protection and conservation of biodiversity.

5. Agree to closely cooperate in developing a com-
mon stand on IPR related issues and other issues durina
negotiations at the multilateral fora under CBD^
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6. Agree to cooperate in taking action for capacity
building of Member countries in taxonomy, bioinformat-
ics, and R&D, making use of the exist ing inst i tut ional
strengths of Member countries.

HAZARDOUS WASTES MANAGEMENT

Recognising the r isk of damage to human health
and the environment caused bv handl inq of hazaroous
chemicals and wastes,

Considering that countr ies of the region import
hazardous  chemica ls  and raw mater ia l  fo r  recyc l ing ,
which are hazardous waste products generated by devel-
oped countries,

Not ing that most of the member countr ies are
parties to the Basel Convention,

Taking into account that there is a need to acceler-
ate the industr ial  development process in the member
countr ies of the SAARC region in an environmental ly
sound manner,

Also aware that the environment of the Member
countries of the SAARC region is being seriously threat-
ened due to accelerated trade in hazardous waste and
eventual dumping, by some part ies and non-part ies to
the Basel Convent ion. and

Recognising the need to protect human health and
the environment by imposing str ict  control  0n trans-
boundary movement of hazardous chemicals and wastes,

1. Stress the need for col lect ion and disseminat ion
of information on commonly used chemicals and sharing
knowledge on risk assessment.

2 .  Underscore  the  impor tance o f  regu la t ion  o f
transboundary movement of chemicals and wastes in
accordance with internationally adopted agreement and
guidel ines and obl igat ion of developed country part ies in
this regard.

3. Agree to take al l  feasible steps for sound man-
agement of hazardous chemicals and waste as wel l  as
promote cooperation in bringing out appropriate national
legislat ion, sharing of information and training.

4 .  S t ress  the  need to  deve lop  an  unders tand ing
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among Member countries in the SAARC region regarding
transfer of wastes for recycling and re-use taking into
account the existing national regulations in this regard.

5. Emphasise the need of an effective mechanism
and procedure to prevent movement of hazardous waste
and toxic chemicals in disouise or in the name of useful
oroducts.

6. Decide to work towards evolving principles based
on sound management of hazardous wastes so as to
develop national policies to phase out toxic agricultural
and industrial chemicals and trade in hazardous waste.

7. Pledqe t0 strive to c0ntract regional and bilateral
agreements for adoption of cleaner technology and trans-
fer of appropriate technologies.

SOUTH ASIAN SEAS

Reaffirming the importance of all positive actions
taken to protect the ocean, al l  k inds of seas including
enclosed and semi-enclosed seas, coastal areas and the
protection, rational use and development of their living
re50urce5,

Welcoming the South Seas Regional Programme
of the United Nat ions Environment Programme (UNEP)
which aims to protect and manage the marine environ-
ment and related coastal ecosystems of the region, pro-
motion of sustainable development and sound manage-
ment of regional marine and coastal  resources, taking
into account the social and economic aspects thereon,

Recalling the adoption of the action plan for this
programme in the meeting of the Plenipotentiaries held
in  March ,  1995 in  New De lh i  and w i th  re fe rence to
Global Programme of Action for preventing degradation
of marine environment from land-based activities consid-
ered during lnter- Governmental  Conference in this
regard held in Washington in 1995,

'1.  Request al l  SAARC countr ies to take necessary
action to make the South Asian Seas programme opera-
t ional.

2. Urge UN Environmental Agencies and Institutions
l i ke  the  Globa l  Env i ronmenta l  Fac i l i t y  (GEF) ,  Un i ted
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to extend al l  assistance to
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efforts taken to protect and preserve marine environment
in our region.

3 .  S t ress  tha t  no  d isc r im ina tory  env i ronmenta l
instrument or agreement should be enforced regarding
elimination of Persistent 0rganic Pollutants (POPs) in the
absence of viable inouts vital for sustained increase tn
food production in all developing countries, including the
SAARC countries and that all efforts should be made to
provide alternative chemicals and technology for produc-
t ion of these al ternat ives on non-commercial  terms to
enable developing countries to phase out the elimination
of such POPs.

4. Urge all SAARC countries to preserve rare, fragile,

ecological ly sensit ive coastal  and marine eco-systems
such as mangroves, coral reefs, sea-grass beds etc., for
conservation and sustainable use of the resources under
national juristiction.

In the light of the above common SAARC position
highlighted in the present Declaration, heretofore to be
known as "1997 - New Delhi Declaration of the SAARC
Env i ronment  Min is te rs  " ,  p ledge to  ma in ta in  regu la r
interact ion during the pr0cess of preparat ion for the
United Nat ions General  Assembly Special  Session on the
implementat ion of Agenda-21 and to coordinate posi-
tions of the SAARC countries at the Special Session to
effectively project and secure the interests of our coun-
tnes.
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